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A newsletter from the OMAHA DOWN SYNDROME PARENTS NETWORK  
Committed to enhancing the lives of individuals & families touched by Down syndrome  

November 2010 Buddy Walk 2010 
Raised over $97,000 for ODSPN 

Thank you to everyone who  
Celebrated Down syndrome  

with us! 

 

ODSPN  
wishes to thank the 

 IOWA WEST 
FOUNDATION  

for the  
recently-awarded 

grant  
in the amount of 

$1,500.00  
to be used for the 
expansion of the 

DSS Program 
 into the middle and 
high schools in our 
area school districts 

Images provided by Caroline Thompson and Paige B. Photography 



Birthdays   
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October 
Beatrice BlackEagle 
Jack Church 
Matthew Davis 
Brock Larsen 
Maggie Lunn 
Michael McNally 
Luis Serrano 
Sarah Scott 
Aidan Seipold 
Billy Sharp 
Bronc Tibbs 
Joey Tiedemann 
April Unger 

November 
Brian Aguilar 
Victoria Alba 
Alec Aman 
Mason Bartley 
Jagger Benne 
Teresa Boswell 
Jamie Burns 
Cael Campin 
Christopher Godwin 
Jaxson Hesman 
Jamie Hesselink 
Kyle Johnson 
Andrew Kline 
Anna Klosterman  
Chloe McClellan 
Dani Noack 
Bryan Richards 
Jaxson Schulte 
Alexander Troia 
Colton Turek 
Samuel VanderVeen 
Addie Ward 
Olivia White 
Delaney Wingfield 

December 
Elise Ambrose 
Lucas Boje 
Rylee Bonsall 
Jack Breeling 
Emma Cahill 
Francesca Cogua 
Joci Connolly 
Jaysa Cooney 
Grant Fehlhafer 
Adam Ferguson 
Nathan Goss 
Macy Harnisch 
Emma Holtmeyer 
Sophia Jindra 
Shawn Kortan 
TJ NcNew 
Daltyn Petersen 
Noah Ross 
Paul Safarik 
Katie Schiefen 
Nidal Sharif 
Libby Standerford 
Nate Urbanski 
Kirsten Wilcox 

Congratulations! 
Graciela Sharif will be presented with the Health and Human 
Services Award at the Heartland Latino Leadership Conference 
Gala Dinner on November 12. The HLLC Community Service 
Awards aim to recognize outstanding individuals for their contri-
butions to the causes that benefit the Latino/Hispanic commu-
nity and their commitment to excellence in their personal and 
professional lives. www.heartlandlatino.org 
 
 
In Print: 
Tracy Hayden and family and Teri Schulte in Omaha Family 
Suzy Godwin and family in Bellevue Leader 
Jessie Waldron and family in Papillion Times and Omaha World 
Herald 
 
Louis Rotella’s The Little King and His Marshmallow Kingdom is 
now the proud recipient of GOLD in the Moonbeam Children's 
Book Awards! 

 
Condolences 
To Jim Burns on the loss of his father. The Burns family desig-
nated ODSPN as the beneficiary of memorials. Thank you. 

 
Thank you 
Thank you to the Foster and the Wenninghoff families for their 
assistance with Septemberfest 2010. This year ODSPN had its 
own entry for the parade and once again, everyone who was a 
part of it had a great time.  
 
Thank you, Gallup Associates! 
On September 24, 2010, Gallup associates in Omaha partici-
pated in a Generosity Rally that included lunch and a raffle. The 
purpose of the event was to raise money for four organizations 
in the Omaha Community. ODSPN received a generous dona-
tion of $1,250!  
 
Thank you to Elaine Farrington and to Thomas and Linda Mertz 
for their generous donations to ODSPN. 

 
ODSPN Outreach 
ODSPN presented at a UNMC Nursing Symposium in Septem-
ber. Thanks to Emily Kean, Roberta Tonjes, and Mary Mc Hale 
for assisting with this presentation. 
 
ODSPN is also assisting the College Of St Mary Nursing Stu-
dents in home visits.  Thanks to Rita Million for including our 
organization in this project. 

When Josie Clark received a gift 
card for her birthday from 

ODSPN, she was so excited that 
she asked her oldest sister to take 

her shopping after dinner. She 
purchased a pink tu-tu to wear to 

her new dance class!  
Josie, You’re Gorgeous!! 

Seen & Heard 
Buddy Walk 2010 

"Ugh! I've been kissed by a dog! I 
have dog germs! Get hot water! 
Get some disinfectant! Get some 

Iodine!"  
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Maranda & Cheyenne 
BlackEagle 

BriElle  
& Family 

 
Shirley & John  

Boswell 
Teresa 

 
Pam & Dan Cheleen 

Caden 
& Family 

 
Sandy & Dan 
Churchich 

Debra  
& Family 

 
Pam & Tony Curtis 

Justin 
& Family 

 
Mat & Jane Davey 

Kris 
 

Margarito Garcia & 
Diana Higuera 

Cesar 
 

Melanie & Jeff 
Hudgens 

Kelli 
& Family 

 
Tara & Ted Huls 

Alexis Jo 
 

Maria Paramo 
Jesus 

 
Molly & Matthew  

Petricek 
Kenlie 

& Family 
 

Kim & Joe  
Standerford 

Libby 
& Family 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Buddy Walk! Our event was at-
tended by over 2,300 people and raised $97,000! 
 
Words are never adequate when an event is bigger and better than in previous years. 
Despite another tough economic year, our families and supporters have gone above 
and beyond in making sure that our Buddy Walk is outstanding for our families.   
 
Kudos to the entire Buddy Walk committee: Rob Church, Allison Machamer, Tracy 
Hayden, Debbie Siffring, Amy Nowack, Ashley Sewell, Leslie VanderVeen, Alex Ander-
son, Teri Schulte, Laurie Plante & Anne Mancini for increasing sponsorships 50% over 
the 2009 Buddy Walk.  
 
We had a new route, new activities, new date, and a new time- but the Walk went on 
without missing a beat. 
 
I was reminded by one of the Buddy Walk committee members that this is “a day she 
look forward to each year.” It really has become that for us.  It is so great to see our 
families, our friends, our children’s teachers and professionals coming to the Walk to 
support our children.  They say that ‘it takes a village to raise a child’- well, I might 
paraphrase that and state that ‘it takes all of us to make this a great event’ by letting 
everyone see that our children are just like any other child- they like to cheerlead
(weren’t The Sparkles great?), they like to have their faces painted, they like to play in 
the bouncy houses, and so on. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors—they made it possible to offer activities for our families. 
 
Thank you to the Buddy Walk committee—couldn’t have put on this great event with-
out their tireless work on the Walk. 
 
Thank you to our families, friends and supporters of the Walk—the funds raised help 
ODSPN provide the programming, events, newsletters, etc that we do in the upcom-
ing year. 
 
Thank you to our volunteers—you made it possible for the Buddy Walk committee 
members to enjoy the Walk with their families as you were busy doing the “day of the 
Walk” activities. 
 
I am appreciative of the efforts of everyone—and hope that all enjoyed themselves. 
 
If you have ideas, suggestions, comments about either this year’s Walk or next year’s 
Walk, please send those to info@odspn.org. 
 
Thank you again. 
Mary 

mailto:info@odspn.org�


Our mission is to enhance the quality 
of life for all individuals with Down 
syndrome by providing resources and 
support to those individuals, their 
families, professionals and the commu-
nity. Our Vision includes: 
•  Providing access for individuals of all 
ages and their families  to a wide range 
of opportunities and resources that 
meet their needs. 
•  Full participation of the membership, 
the community and professionals work-
ing together to build resources that 
inform and support one another. 
•  An effective coalition with the educa-
tional community providing a choice of 
opportunities for high quality education 
for individuals with Down syndrome. 
•  A professional community providing 
services and advice based on current 
and accurate information available and 
acting as advocates for family and indi-
viduals with Down syndrome. 

O M A H A  D O W N  S Y N D R O M E   
PA R E N T S  N E T W O R K  
PO Box 31686 
Omaha, NE 68131 
402-991-1800 
info@odspn.org 

New to the ODSPN Lending Library  
Email info@odspn.org to borrow these or other titles. 
 
The Guide to Good Health for Teens & Adults with Down Syndrome.  
(2010). Chicoine, Brian, M.D., & Dennis Mc Guire, Ph.D. Woodbine 
House. 
Great guide to health issues for teens and adults with Down syndrome 
and the concerns they and their families face.  It is filled with practical ad-
vice on how to approach nutritional issues. 
 
 
Deedah. May, Brooke. (2009). 28 minutes. DownsyndromeFootprint. 
Documentary. Charlotte, 7 years old, talks about her life with her 6-year- 
old brother, Jonathon.  Positive portrayal of their life and what she has 
observed with and about her brother. 

Thad Hamilton 
Agent 

BRONZE 

Council 
10160 

PARTY PALACE  
Inflatables  

SILVER 

PRESENTING Thank you, Sponsors!! 
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